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UK Debating Team's Success Not Debatable

By CAROLYN GATZ
OFThe Hirald $iatf

It's only logicai that the debate team from Henry
Clay’s hometown should be pretly good.

It s,
But ask the first string of the Universlty of Xentuck

debate team exactly how pood they are. “fU's debatable, .

hey say.

: Actually, Gll Skiiimar: and Gerry Oberst, UK’s “star”

debaters, didn't say that when they were asked to rank
UK’s:team durlng an Interview, . .

dThna],- sald 1t depended on the baste of comgarlsor
used,

But they agreed the toam was pretty good - no
matter what celterla were used. Pretty good — like up
among the iwo or three best teams en the natéional

- colieplate debete cireull,

. Skillmen, 20, o junlor from Parkersburg, W. Va, i a
personable guy who sllps beck and forth from the

_‘eloqucnce oxpected of a debater to an idlosynerats slang,

-~ One “minuie -he says, “Essentially 1t who most

. 'effective:y argues the-major Issues [n the tontroversy —
urrent policles are bad, and If they're -

whether i,

Inherently so and if there's amy way to change that pofiey
without belpg more dellterious to soclety.” (He was
explaining what determines the winner i a debate.}

The next moment, ke quips, a little seif-consciously,
“When you're & littie gocher In high ackool, you don't
think about ntuch more than competition.” (He was
explalulng the force which pulted him inte debsting during
his senlor year.} -

His pariner, Gerry Oberst, Is 2] and a senlor
phitosophy major from Owensboro. He began debating
when he was a juntor in high school,

(See UK, Page A-11)
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