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solf-rentization. And cutside the

spoats arcna probably no other
academic area requires as much self-
discipline. x

1t is the kind of debate that competes
with the best student minds in the
couniry today. Often unheralded, as
often unnoticed, but with a tradition that
goes back to the Sophists of anclent
Greece, it i oral combat that has often
saved man from war. .

Telf Jones and -Steve Mancuso are the
University of Kentucky’s top debaters.
As a team, they won first place in the
Invitational at West Georgia University at
Camrollton in mid-February. They got to
{he semi-finals jusé two weeks ago in one
of the last bouts before the National
Debate Toumnament at Asizona

I t is drama, It is hard work, It s

University in Tueson the third weekend

in April by losing to a Harvard team at
Northwestern University.

But ¢he loss to Harvazd, it should bo
said, made it ons on ong, The same pair
just last year defeatod Harvard, and this
year Manouso and Yones also won fivst
place at the University of North Carolina
and Middie Tennessee State Unlyorsity,
and took second place in a conlest at
Georgetown University.

If Jones and Mancuso kaye no Damrow-
esque illusions, they do kaow that their
experience in debating will make them
batter competitors whatever their carcer
aspirations.

Jones . says, “Many prominent
politicians have been debaters, and

_..charees are good .that they were 2
membey of a college debate team. The
vast majotity of college dobaters all over
the ceuntry go on to law schoot,”

Jones began dobating in high school,
and as far away as Toledo’s {Ohio)
Whitmer High Schoot, ke and J. W.
Patterson, UK debate coach and director
of debate, began to hear of each other,
The recruiting of Jones for UK—neither
Iones nor Patterson deny that he was
recryited—really was something of a
“mutual sgreement,” says Jones, He
wanted to come to UK “largely becauss
of the debate team.” A business and
economics juniot, Jones is headed for law
school.

Mancuso isn’t sure about law school—
not yet. He, too, became attracied to
debating white attending Princeton High
School in Cincianzt. He was not un-
familiar with the debate progrom at UK
having visited the campus as a high school
student and as a debater. "] envolled in
UK primarily because of the reputation
of the debate tear.” He is now a
sophomore in business and economics.

A graduate of Union Couniy (Ky.)
High School where she was a member of
the debate team, Mdarde Dzuris also came
to UX “because it was the best place to
continue my debate earcer,” A senlor, she
also plans to po to taw school.

Dzuzis kas “been on and off the team™
at UK, As 2 high schooler she sponsored
the UK workshop for.her schoel and has
served as assistant coach of Scott County
High Scheol debating efforls.

The refrain is neatly unanimous.
Cordon McGlothien of Des Moines, Iowa,
known at UK as a top novice, sees debate
as a training field for research and
research techniques. Ané with debate’s
emphasis on analysis, it Is logical that

_many of its participants “go info law.

And not necessarily courtroom law, Itisa
training ground for the contract lawyer o1
any kind of practice that requires the
disciplines of ressarch and analysis.”

And again, McGlothlen enzolied at UK
“becatse of the debate program.” He is
an Arts and Sciences freshman who had
been fn Lexington wher his team toured
the National High Schoct Debate circuit.

Whether career aspirations are in the
law ot in some decision-refated discipling,
suceess has been the logacy of those
whose college careers weie marked by
experience on the debate team, -

When the University of Kentucky
hosted the 33rd National Debate |
Toumament in April of 1979 the
pasticipants who came here from the best
schools in the nation were welcomed by
UK President Otis Singlefary:

“As a former college debater, I am
well aware of the zcademic poteatial of

" this important activity. Instruction and

experience In decision-making through
debate should make a valuable contribu-
tion to the development of the skilled
advocate who is welt-rounded in the use
of sound regsoning, sound researcl, and

'the ethical aims of persuasion.”

competition.

“Bebaters tend to become much
more critical,” says Mancuso. *“They wili
fotever after demand 2 higher burden of
proaf.”

“You come to believe in neither one
side of an argument nor the other side,”
says Jones. “What you are confronted
with is the gray—the realization that
nothing is either all white ot all black.™

Last falt they were nine. Now they are
seven. Besides Mancuso énd Jones, who
havs a definite berth at Tucson, UK may
send another team. It depends on their
qualifying at the district event the third
weekend in March at Mercer College in
Macon, Ga. '

This could mean a role ir the Tucson
drama for McGlothlen, teamed with Lu
Lohr of Frankfort, Reunding out the
seven are Dzurls, Robert Rougesu of
Detroit and Linda Duffy of Chicago.

Bat the UK team is not set at nine, or
at seven, or even 12,

“f anyone wants to keep working and
give it the time it takes, they will get a
chance jo continue in debate,” says
McGlothen. To make the team, ndds
Dzusis, it means “you accspt the work
load and the demands of the event.”

Patterson, the debate divector, came to
UX in 1960, toak over as coach in 1971,
He admits to “reasonable success.” While
his teams have never won the national,
*we were proud to have served as host in
1979,” ard UK has not missed a national
tournament since 1972,

But Patterson Is quick fo recalt a majos
victory associated with the national, “Qur
own Gilbert (Gil) Skiliman was judged
the top speaker in 1977.” He adds that
the UK team has placed in the semi-finals
of fhe event “a number of times.” Also,
he notes, ““we have gone every year fo the
nalional since 1672."

There have been major victories. The
UK team has won the National Debate
Toumament sponsored by Pelta Sigma
Rho-Tau Kappa Alphe, @ national debate
honorary.

Patterson says the UK team continues
to rank amang the tep five, ofien the fop
three, in the nation.

I t is the game itself. Tt is the

University of Kentucky debate director and cach f. W, Pattersor, There have been mofor

victorles by UK's debate fearn.

Of the 16 teams chosen for the
national tournament in ‘Fucsen, UK ranks
in the top five, alongside Dartmouth,
Harvard, Geotpstown Univessity of

so all seumimer we are reading in prepa-
ration for It,”” says Mancuso, e
The fopic for this season’s debates is

Washington, D, €., and Northwestern.
Patterson points ont that sll those teams
were in Lexington last year for the UK-
hosted event, The ranking isn’t done by
Patterson but by a committes of debate
coaches elocted from around the couniry.

UK’s own Henry Clay Debate Tous-
nament, preceded by the UK-founded
and sponsored Round Robim, {both
bezun by Pattesson in 1972} attracts
most of the major debate teams. Usually
held eatly in the season, tast fali 68 teams
came o Keatucky for participation in the
Henry Clay debates, Many of them stayed
over after taking part in the Kentucky
Round Robin. Putterson says: *“We could
enter our teams in the Henry Clay, but
we don't, We generally need ail our
peagle to serve as hosts,”

He adds that most colleges that Field
debate teams consider an invitation to the
UK Round Robin one of the “most
coveted bids they can get.

*‘While debate Is highly competitive,
the ultimate objective is not gamesman-
ship” Patterson says. “Its main purpose is
to provide instruction and experience in
oral edvocacy. The uttimate aim is te
provide an atmosphere which prometes
the development of both cognitive and
communication skills through the use of
valid data and the laws of valid in-
ference.”

He adds that “one of the great values
of the tournament situation is that it
provides opportunities for our students to
interact on the ideational kevel with top
scholars from other leading collezes and
wniversities,”

The debater must be molded and
trained for the big test. *“I'he fizst tourna-
meni comes the dast week in-September,

eased in July. Dzurs says, “We start
our research right away and stay with it
until August. Fast before school staris we
liave a workshop where all our people do
some intense reading.”

This year’s debate fopic is “Resolved:
That the Federal Government Should
Significantly Strenghten its Regulation
of Mass Media Communication,”

The debaters study and practice the
affirmative and the negative of the
argument. When the semester begins they
continue to practice 20 houts 2 week—
every weck, Whatever their own bias,
they must be prepared to ergne against it.

= here is a difference hetween the ~

I public conception of a debate and

the highly-structured practice of
collepe debate teams.

“Qurs is more isswe oriented than
national debates betwoon political
candidates,” Jones says. “Thers is more
refutation. Our structure is much more
rigorous,” Rigorous. Discipfine, Hard
work. .

Mancuso adds; “It takes an awiul lot
of work to be a debater. But it’s fun, too,
If you don’t enjoy it, it’s best to gel out
of it,”

“Enjoy” may be the key word in the
whole structure of coliege debate—the
real motivating foree.

--Patterson often describes the com-
petition 28 “fun.” 1t is “imteflectual fun
to out-argue teams from colleges with
national reputations—like Harvard, like
Dartmouth, like Redlands of Californja”
—teams whose prowess as debaters is in
the history books,

Jones: “It's meeting new people. [
cajoy the excitement of atpuing against
some of the best young minds of the
countey,” .



