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Albert Perrine Smith Jr. was
bornJan. 8, 1927, in
Sarasota, Fla., where his
father had gone to get rich
but didn’t. The family
moved back to a farm in
Tennessee, where at the age
of 15 Al became a stringer, a
community correspondent,
for The Tennessean in
Nashville and entered the
American Legion Oratory
Contest. Only a sophomore,
he beat out three seniors for
the top prize, a $4,000
college scholarship.

Poised while he talked the judges out of
24,000, wvoung Albert P, Smith's Lnees
wobbled when he was announced nation-
al winner of the Amefican Legion high
school oratorical contéstfThursday. Smith,
front, was awarded the 54,000 scholarship.
He is from Hendersonville, Tenn. Other
sectional winners who competed with

him at the finals, held in Shorewood
High school auditorium, are ranged be-
hind him. Left to right, they are Mildred
E. Miller, Waterbury, Conn.,, who got a
8250 scholarship; H. S. Burton of Kays-
ville, Utah, $750 scholarship, and Harold
A. Pollman of Carrington, N. D., $500
scholarship,

Tennessee Farm Youth



He went to Vanderbilt
University but dropped
out and went to New
Orleans, where he worked &
on the Picayune and the
Item but got fired and
returned to Tennessee
with a serious drinking
problem.

He dried out for a month, g :
and applied at The D Nt i ‘iioce | Hig ‘schost. anditoriuem, are ranged 4o

wobbled when he was announced nation- { hind him. Left to right, they are Mildred
al winner of the Amefican Legion high E. Miller, Waterbury, Conn.,, who got a

T h school oratorical contésThursday. Smith, { $250 scholarship; H. S. Burton of Kays-
e n n esse a n ) u e re front, was awarded the 54,000 scholarship. ville, Utah, $750 _ﬁt‘hglarshlp. -:mtl Hn!'.nlrl

He is from Hendersonville, Tenn. Other A. Pollman of Carrington, N. D., $500
were no openings.
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He took what he thought was a temporary job editing The News-
Democrat, a weekly in Russellville, the seat of Logan County, a
half hour west of Bowling Green. It would be the place of his
rebirth as a community journalist, and set the course of his life.



“l was 31 and just another tramp newspaper man who drank
too much. After losing two jobs on New Orleans dailies, | was
profoundly depressed, not much caring if the next loss would be
my life,” Al recalls in the preface to the memoir he is writing.

“ won’t say I’'m not that person anymore, but
Russellville fooled me, the fooler, who had
deceived myself through an intense pursuit of
self-destruction. It took five more years of
battling the bottle, but in a small town which |
scorned as nothing, | finally learned there was
everything, including sobriety and the beginning
of a new and different career nearly all of it still
in the news business but with a family and as an
‘engaged’ kind of journalist, that is, as both a
story teller and a player in the narratives.”




After kicking the bottle, Al
bought a small piece of The
News-Democrat and married
Martha Helen Disharoon,
which he says was the best
decision he ever made.

He often quotes her: Living in
small towns is fine “as long as
your vision didn’t stop at the
city-limits sign.”

When the owner of the paper
wouldn’t sell him more stock,
he started his own paper, and
the owner sold out to him a
month later.



He kept publishing both Russellville papers, then bought

others in Morgantown, Cadiz and Leitchfield, and started one

in Brentwood, Tenn. This map also locates one his company

bought later in London, Ky.
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Al became a leader in the Kentucky Press Association, first
helping end its practice of accepting free liquor from
distillers for its conventions, and then making a major mark
on the public policy of Kentucky by helping push through
the state’s first real open-meetings and open-records laws.

Photo from a KPA convention




He was a strong advocate for
industrial development but also
for community arts programs
and historic preservation, and
he put his money where his
mouth was, converting this old
hardware store on the public
square into a modern
newspaper office with a
pressroom (/eft) visible from the
street.
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A painted flag on the pressroom wall was a constant reminder of the First Amendment.

Photo by Richard Nugent, The Courier-Journal and Times Magazine



Al’s keys to editorial leadership

A newspaper has a unigue community role
Keep public service at top of mind
Have a conversation with readers

Provide and promote a fair forum for all

Comfort the afflicted, afflict the comfortable:
Give voice to the voiceless, and speak truth to
power; no one else can do it like you can

Take stands, carry causes; always have one.. ..



Al’s keys to editorial leadership

* Always have a cause

Your readers see a newspaper that CARES about
things, that amplifies the voices in the
community

Choose some popular causes; that can make
unpopular causes easier to sell when the time
comes

Here’s an example:



In 1975, the state planned to cut a grove of trees just west
of Bowling Green on US 68, Russellville’s route to the big
town. Al mounted a campaign to save the trees.
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The story on the front page was coupled with an editorial
accompanied by a photo from the other direction.

COMMENT/OPINION

Does saving lives really mean
we can’t spare these trees?

WITHIN & month to & days, the Bureau of Highways will begin
choppang down & scenic stretch of trees between Bowling Green and
Russellville They are a grove of stately water maples that the engineers
have decided constitute too much of a threat to the salety of motorists
wing U' S Hwy 88

Altogether, the State will remove 101 trees between the two lowns — 16
n Logan County and 85 in Warren, including the maples which are
located aboul ix miles west of Bowling Green in the vicinity of Blue
Level Road

These arching (rees are a lovely gateway between Lhe counties.

They stand just a few miles from histeric South Union, nominated for
the Natienal Register as one of Kentucky's two famous Shaker colonies.
The Center House at South Union — acclaimed as perhaps the [inest
single Shaker building in the state — is, itsell, almost on the right-of-way
along Hwy 68 The Shakers and other Logan countians going Lo Bowling
Green and east, as well as Warren countians and others traveling west
towards Logan County, journeyed past the trees thal now seem doomed
as unsafe for the motoring public

There are aboul 2010 25 maples o Lhe grove that most concerna us.

As the Highway Department's resident engineer, Jack Van Meler, sees
it, the trees are to blame for several deaths that occurred when cars ran
wlf the road and siruck them A suggestion that some caution signs be put
up. warming molorists to reduce speed because they are approaching a
grove of Irees close to the road, was dismissed on grounds that **motorists
don 't pay attention to a third of the signs that we have up anyway."

The satisfaction of cutling down & tree Lo get it out of the way of &

speeding mulom: wha mw‘l be onesell or a relative or friend ia not an
th of & genuine scenic attraction —
mn as a grove of l.rn- or a roadside lake or mountain trail or a
wilderness swamp or a wild river — because it might endanger some
members of the passing public who failed to take reasonable safety
measures in its vicinity. People drown ofl our beaches, and in our rivers.
Regrettably, they also perish on our highways and in our parks. If we
would forbid the sale of automobiles, there would be no deaths from their
use, and certainly no problem with speeding motoriats. But we're nol
#oing Lo do this, nor are we going to close our beaches and parka.

There must be a balance, and the question we raise here is whether the
Buresy of Highways — with the best of intentions — has found the proper
balance between safety and beauty

Three deaths have occurred in Logan County on Hwy. 83 this summer

They were on improved sections of the road, nol anywhere near the
grove of trees. There are, however, persons who were known 1o us or
whose relatives were, who have died by striking trees on this road and
other roads in Warren and Logan County. In many instances, excessive
speed had a greal deal do do with these accidents and was the first — or
second — real cause of the fatalities. In other instances, similar deaths
have occurred when speeders struck bridges — not trees — oa the roads.

Of the trees in question on Lthe Hwy. 88 project, our concern is primarily
with the maples near Blue Level Road, although we would reserve final
opinion until we have further information about the others

THIS PROBLEM might have been forestalied if we had kept the
Kentucky Scenic Roads Commission that was created by former Gov.
Loule Nunn with an executive order in 1988, The commission, the then
governor said, was “to preserve and publicize’ the stale's scenic roads.
“Many times, in the haste lo improve our road system, the scenic at-
tractions of & road are overlooked,” Gov. Nunn said. “Trees, old stone
lences and creek beds which contribule measurably to the beauty of a
road are destroyed. Under the new scenic roads program, this danger
will be eliminated."

Five roads in Western Kentucky were placed on the Scenic Roads
Registry, the Courier-Journal recalled recently in an editorial protesting
plan to widen Paris Pike to the detriment of that Fayette and Bourbon
County road's natural beauty and historic interest,

But the commission was not renewed in 1971 when Gov. Nunn was
succeeded by Gov. Ford. In the meantime, a federal plan — advanced in
17 — 10 establish a national scenic highway system was shelved
because of the expenses of the Vietnam war.

Californin and three other states have commissions to protect our
scenic roads. Kentucky's commission might have a good chance of being
resurrected when the 1978 General Assembly convenes if more persons
become aware of the dangers (o our scenic country roads. In Warren and
Logan County (where old Russellville has also been nominated for
the National Register as an historic district), the local governments
should start making an effort on their own to save the roadsides. Strip
mnhmmllw 68 has gotten out of hand in Warren. Logan's Fiscal
Court should be concerned about the scenic deterioration of some of our
roads — the Franklin road, the Clarksville road being high on the list

Finally, the able Mr. Van Meter, who has been appropriately concerned
aboul maintenance and safety problems on the roads in his district,
should Lake another look al those waler maples and see if he can offer us
an alternalive 1o the axe.

Grove of trees six miles west of Bowling Green

Ahese old maples to e axed and dyn

ed by Highwav engineers



A public outcry ensued, as demonstrated by the letters on the
next editorial page, and the Highway Department quickly backed
down.
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Al knew that carrying a popular cause can make readers more
willing to consider an newspaper’s arguments on controversial
subjects, such as consolidation of Logan County’s five rural
high schools, something that was eventually accomplished.
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the Logan system. lwo conclusions emerge. These are that the county  (ained in the construction planning. Em:;;”::;ﬁ““*';mmrm:-wwh; ::F,D:.T
ere ) hs
domg. It
8 s thars any discrimination in your SE0OI—againel & racial or ek gest are
. < . @ous group? Against Giris? Againat Ktugents mlerssied in vocations ments.
irasmang raitver than a pr course?
Former Lewisburg resident earns Tl .
9 Doss your board have wrilen policies and gosts? (1 yas. score L iy
. " them tgh | n:-m(;.
. I Oiker (s
high school diploma at Evansville s e e e
leres! of e grest maonty of sludenis—say 95%7 (If you thenk not, Urder
30w T board low, DIherwISe grve T & Msgh score ) PR Clearingh
d C f the extra hours S S
By Edna Folz finally decided to relum o said Coursey of the extra e Schooh, ,
Evansville Press Stall Heporter school, said Coursey. * rnlly it look o “”':“J.”mﬁfw.a?.:.?..:'.;??:.ﬁ;‘?,w“,&‘.'“ FL New
wanted to get more education,” Coursey's wile and 15-year- Unavernut
Alvin Hay Coursey was just a he added. The majority of the oid son, who is & Central fresh- New Men

country boy
He worked on his family's
farm in Lewisburg, Ky., and

evening high school students
were under or around 20 years
old, said Coursey, but the age

man, were al the Central
commencemen! ceremonies
Tuesday night 10 see him get
that diploma

drupped aut of high school after difference was no problem 1 t
s treshman year enjoyed it the students and Al the Unclaimed Freight N l M C h h d
Hut this week, at age 38, he the rourses,” said Coursey Store Coursey works in the - €a y9 rs. esnu onore

picked up his high school
diploma, and is seriously
cansidering going on 1o college
For the last 6'2 years he has
been gong to Central High
Sehool’s evening  school two
rights & week. Last semester |

Primarily he liked mathe
malics, using the calculators
and other office machines He
#lso had & year of typing

Coursey said he would like to

plumbing department, unpack=-*
ing materials, selling, making
deliveries and a variety;, of
duties 10 keep the uup.nmdu
runnis

And there’s still some of
country boy there. He and his

at state Young Democrats mes

an  Counly Tr Com-

rever missed & | conlinue study in the mathe- {amily live on Rural Route 7, He was joined by Kentucky's junior ~ Other delegate
sand ::m:‘u_ w;:,”'.f.: ::rd ica and business area nm,! St. Joseph Avenue, missioner Jim Nealy was awarded U 5 tor Wendell Ford, Cousty atlending
ut the Unclaimed Freight Store ybe become a CPA icer Evansville, Ind., where they the “Doc Beauchamp Award” for  Senator Walter “Dee” Huddleston, nut, Bobby and
for 15 years ulled public accountant),” have an acre of Lmd and big outstanding service by a Kentucky  Secretary of Stale Thelma Stovall Sheila McPhail,

SR

Young Democral over the

and niher stnis niiftaials

Bakey THdiaias sar



Out in the open. . .
Alexander selected again, but in public meeting

Lirnander Llesander
Lesander MoCarley Johnson
These were the words of Logan
Vounds  School Hoard  Chasrman
Jotin Dawson & e rvad the secrel
tallon cast Frdas mght in a special
meeting called by Daswsan

Although the balloting was
secret, (he mecting and the voling
aisell were open

The redull was Lhe same as Al an
carlier mecting of the Roard on
Fridax. Feb © W N Alenander. 66,
was rlected superinlendent. (o

sucered Hoberi Piper, 70, next
summer
Two differences in Lhe second

mecling were theis The voling
was open and no menlion was made
of ihe length of Alexander’s con-
tract Al the Feb 7 ineeling he was
awarded a three vear conlract

)

VULUME 8. SUMBER 7

Al the seart ol the meeting. which
wag held o the same Lime. Lhe
same place, and with cxactly the
same persons preseni as the
February © meeting. Dawson said,
‘Al of you know the purpase ol this
meciing There i3 some queslion
concerning the legality ol the action
taken during the previous meelng
The [act that this meeling is being
beld does nol mean that the School
Hoard has done anylhing wrong. il
1 to preclude the possibilily of any
further conlusion concerning who 1S
o be superintendent

1 know the last meeling was held
in good faith. even though it may
not have been according to the
leiter of the law.” he added.

W N Alenander, John McCarley
and Merle Johnson, candidates lor

the pasition of superintendent, were
asked by Dawson if they had any
comment. Alexander sald, “No
commen! unlms some of (he Roard
members have guestions,"

Joha MeCarbey sald, “No, 1
don'L

Merie Johnsom replied to
Dawson's question by saying, 1
would just like to know why my
credentials were not acceptable. It
is only fair Lo those wha were pol
hired that they be tokd why. | am not
trying to be uppity or persnickety, |
would like to know so | can begin to
prepare mysell betier.'

Do it in private

Dawson asked Edward Schweers
o respond first. Schweers said. 1
will lell anyone in private why |

nominated the man | did, but 1o do
30 10 public where I8 would be in the
press mighi not be in your best
interest.”

Jim Moore of Auburn spake next,
saying. “All delegates were
discussed in detall as o lheir
qualifications. Il was & lough
decision for me. I finally boiled
down Lo the question of whal my
people wanted. If dhe people In my
disirici zay vote a ceriain way, then
regardiess of my opinton, [ vote the
way they say.™

J. C. DeBerry, the Chandlers
Chapel representative replied, 1
did what | fell the people in my
district wanied."

Jokn Les Barnes, Adsairville
Hoard member sald, “I leel as Jim
Moore, it was & hard decision. | had

kots of people talk lo me about this
thing. | carried oul the wishes of my
de.~

‘You haven't said...’

Chairman Dawson  asked
Johnson if thal answered his
question, io which Jobason replied,
“Yea, except thal you haven'l said

Dawson said, “My thinking s
along the same line as Lhe others,
All three candidales are gqualified
on paper, and olhérwise as well
Mr. Alexander was the choice of my
folks down there, and he was my
cholee, Loo."

Dawson then asked if the Board
wanied Ly go into Executive Session
1o discuss the way Lhey wanted to
vole and so on. Jim Moore replied
that it might be & good idea Lo

“withoul

discuss the details ol what the man
fram the Allorney General's office

mation lo elect Mr. Aledander as
superintendent since the legality of
il wid being questioned

Executive session

Ed Schweers made a motion Lo
rescind the motion in guestion,
number 12, followed by a second
by Jim Moore The motion carried
oppasilion. The wole on
whether to geo into Execulive
Seasion was Lhen laken orally and

carried without dissent.

The three candidaies and
represenlatives of the local redis
station and newSpapers were sskad
-] I-:_lw the room. Alter the clossd
session, which lasted leas than fve
mifites, everyone was inviled back
inlo the room. -

Ed Schweers nominated W. N
Alexander for the poaition of
superintendent, Jobn Lee Barpes
nominaled Merle Johnson, Jim

nominated J
Gt 7, . Ditert made's e
thal pominations cease Schweers
seconded the vote, which earried

Ed Schweers then made & maotion
that the wole be Laken by secred
talicd The motion lo do s cirried
unarimaaly after being seconded

iContinued on Page 1)
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The Russellville newspapers held the county school board’s
feet to the fire on many fronts, including board members’
failure to obey the Open Meetings Act that Al had helped get
through the legislature the year before this story was
published. At this time, he was president of KPA.



‘Behind closed doors

W. N. Alexander elected superintendent

w N amnmvﬁidewlﬂﬁﬂ County
school system on July |, sbortly after hia 07th birthday,

An employee of the county system (o 11 years, Alexander wis elected
tosucceed Robert Piper, who s retiring st age 70.
was iaken Friday sighl in a secrel

and three applicants for U superintendency were ssked 1o leave (he
heanc mm‘ﬂﬂ I -

Alihough the new Hentucky opsn mestings, or “Sunshine” law
requires (hat such actions be taken in public, the board did its veling in
executive smison Heporters were alloesd Lo 52 i while the board inter-
virwed Alrusnder and two other sppilcants, Jobn McCarley sod Merke
Jokingan

Fallowing e interviews, ihe” puhh: spectalors—ihe reporters and
applicam §-=were asked 1o laave

‘Mr. Alevander has been slociad™

The rhoted session levied about 80 minutes. Piper then emerged from
betvimd & door and read the lollewing: ' MF. Alexander has been eleclad,
all three applicants were nodm | asted ard sl board members vated.""

The state open meslings law-enacted by (he General Assembly in 1974
wnd based on & drafl proposal sdopled by Uhe Kentucky Press Association
a1 ¢ meetmg of s baard in Russellville in October, 197)-prohibits such
wiles [rom being taken in execulive, or closed, sessions, Discussion con-
cerning hiring and firing of personnsl may bagally ke place in a closed
mecting I the purpose of such & meeting is l'lrIt ummd publicly and a
s parity of the Board wishes to

A Mashville paper. The Tennesssan, llid Mltﬂpﬂﬂu’yh&h
day’s edrlion thal the Metro Board of Educstion firing of & schoal teacher
i & chosed peasion violaied thei state’s Sunshine lew, Siste Chancellor
Hen Cantrell made the deckaion, noting that the bosrd Ia & governmental
haady and (8 bound by Lhe lnw requiring that mestings be held in public,

Secrecy also shrouded lbe Logan school board's decision to place the
apposriment of Aleeander on the sgends for Fridey night's sesshon which
was a regulsrly scheduled mesling
Sothees “hand carried™

The arder to pul (he eleclion of & new superintendent on Lhe agenda
came lrom Board Chairman John Dawson on Thirsday-too late to notily
proapective candidates by mail

A better was |yped up and sddressed to smployes of the Lagan County

mmmnumdmmh’mwﬂhnd
superintendent Lhal had been compiled by Piper.

Clyde Nolan Sanders, an employes of hnlﬂlmllnndllﬂﬂh

" group whi
nmwlrnhm-mmm David Riley, 5 farmer serv-
Ing as Oimatead Fiscal Court.
hmuﬂqﬂmﬂulﬂﬁdmmmmn
whection would be held
mmummmuummmhm
Lagan school rystam shouid be promoted Lo the

Alexander will serve & thres year ferm, a8 opposed to Lhe one-year
term which was glven by contraet 1o Piper bvery year since 1884

Tt was in 1964 that Dawsen and the & school boerd chalrman, Bil
Hall of Chanders. beat back an effort to build » consalidated coumty high
wehosl
MmManmmmhMuu"mm"
arrangement 1o discourage the lllparlﬂudﬂtl cooperaling too
closely with Lhe State Department af Mmmmmd
E These cies have that the five
kigh schools be converted to jumior high achools aod the semior high
achools be merged iolo ooe new school. Logan remains one of e few
large rizral systemas (hat has held sul agains this trend scross Kentucky
Ome effect of the resistance Lo the State Board of Education and the Stale
Department of Educalion has been that under Piper's tenure and Hall
and Dawson's lesdership, the Logan County school system ranking kas
ranged lrem provisional lo emergency-al the bottom of the state's
wystem of evalualing schocly

The local school board leaders have contended that Lhey are giving the
poople of Logan Counly exactly whal they wanl.

Mo amtibders wanbed -

An [ar as selecting & successor lor Piper, Ih-mﬂhnﬂm
Dawson, who is an Olmstead farmer, wpﬂnuhhbw
day night that no one outside Lo schoal system should be conidered as

intendert

Dawson said If he were working for the Oy R mnd sorseons ol

Continued oo Page 21
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Secret vote. . . the way it might.-have been

if all three applicanta for the tounly board Fridsy night Carbey s AlEEkader McKinoey,
wperiniendency of ihe Logas would be

Srhood Poard were nominatsd m?ﬂ‘:m.mﬁ J. C..Deflerry — Chandlers | ecoordinater
and il a1 bosrd members voled, Joho Barnes =~  Adalrville N Alexandar e member — for Alexander Alenander

a “uess’ of how the vole wenl mmber — for Merbs Johnaon

in whal was an apparenily Jim  Moore = Auburs Edward  Schweers - Al pressiime Mondsy, there

dlegal secret action of the member — for Johnay - Me- member — for wes speculation that Bill peintmeni

len of the board In execulive
semaion ls vislstion of the Sus

[ ﬂili'-d In rehear him W he Il different schools, was

has given no public iadication of
it lhimking sboul this ap

Sunshine Law voids firing of Nashville teacher by secret vote

1Frovn e Mashville Tennes

PR —

principal, would be named Titke

for the board's procedurs. but

W. N. Alexander

Another Olmstead
principal to head

county schools

Fior the sactod e in & row, e
Logan County Schosd Board has
turned to the Olmstasd High School
1o obisin & county superintendent of
wchoals

W. N Alexander. wha will

He will puccesd . B Piper wha
wai Dimstead principal rom 153D
[

During bis teowre a8 Olstesd
principal, Alexsnder hed & close
working relalionship with the
Oimatesd districl board member
Joha Dawnon, now county board
chasrman

Aerandes wat thifted Lo the Tie
1 conrdunalor’s post ia the County
Baard of Education Cifice when the
program wis sl up (o coordinate
Tidle | funds that are allocated o

prinsipal. Jesse Pichards amd

In Legas sinre 144



The newspapers’ editorial pages were open to all points of
view. Al urged local citizens to write pieces that disagreed with
his editorial policies, and he gave them prominent play.

that we

Du mext Toesday Allernoen the Logas County Baard
of Edwcatlen mesi repoct to tbe Binte Board of
Education sa whal b belng doot Lo upgrade the live
mummmwmmmmﬁmu

ol the Bigh
Muﬂmﬂlbuﬁ! Btate Board.
rupported

cbmmunity, which was writtes sl our

regeest.

Tevatt, 34, bs & professionn) scier whe bas lived on &
amall farm near Dwacan's Hill fur the past five years.
He came Lo Logan County a3 & commually theater
director, the first ariist-le-resideoce sponsored by the
Kentocky Arts Commbnaion. He ha acted in fllms, on
television. and the professionsl stage. Grandson of &
Colorade rancher, he grew up In the west and auiended
Itarvard, Antioch College, and the London Flim In-
sulule. Mis Iather is & professor sl Ball State
Universily In Muncle Indians and his mother is the
autbor of Eaglish Lextbooks.

—Editor

"ll_- Falrick Tovatt

can throw away ﬁve

m:mndudmudlmlumhﬁmdm
munities.

ments,
dards™ by » stroke of administrative
benefit?

lnumllynnnmpmmmﬂmwﬂmwdu-
stitutions from the hands that have built them, yank them
mlalhmnmlyﬂulﬂurmawlmaumm f
able educational value of the small community schooll

school, strangly supported by o In\'ly d uu--m
Integrated into the cofnmuni
develop and maintain & l'm.llhl] - dsnie elimate,

Ads for expensive, advanced private institutions stress the
eommunity aspects of schoal life. Smallsize and long unbroken
continuity are salsble commeodities and fetch good prices fram
those who desire and can alfford private education for theic
children,

Schosls not grissly Insdequate
Why, then, are the emall community-oriented schiools. with

continuity suddenly unsceeptable bere? “Because they are
it is charged, and not without

mm unﬂumc-km
" scrsmbie 1o by

mnmmi! whats| . i pelting
dogs, earns lmhu-mmnhathwd
lifeinthe a5 much time as possible

5 GBSERVATIONS and opinions on school :
T Logan County shouid begin m.lwwmnlmhnl
“ronflict can reverberate in & broader pers;

Has your sausfaction u-mmm lnd ufu:snm a
indusiries and agencies that supply them have grown and
miralieed®

| Does your (eeling of actual participation in the governing pro-
.mu grow deeper as bureaucralic bands reach deeper into your
~ pocket and deeper inta the ordinary affairs of life?

-~ And why do you still choase & live in & small, relatively stable
:@ munity when an ever-sxpanding, ever- progressing” place

by delinition better? Aren’l you bighling your opportunilies
Wlﬂw “progress,” and improve?

"M course pol. No cbeervable developmental pattern in all
Creation leads Lo the uuuu;uen that bigger is aulomatically
(better, that “more™ is always “progress”. | submit that the
nwull- L mdtelwd

ue progress and development are rooled in qualitative
nllllnn by stable economic and lwl;lmﬂlmbu I reject the
nouuuulllm-ﬂﬂhpmll outmoded, that the only modern
#*solution is 1o Lear il down, slap il all together elan
urider a different name and start over with & blueprint from an
‘m.m Central localion, central contred and cenlral specification.

Dﬂdwwnl s the key

" Development is the key word. Devalopment takes Lime and
patience. A school is the continuous total of all the
ieho! beards, administrations, (aculties apd students |good
and bad) and the changeable result of community Interest and
nm-:-t ithick and thin).

ever the deficlencied Ln the view of local crities and the
siale board of education, the five county schools are the crea-
tioms of the comimunilies whose children they serve and their

drounds. Yes, the foreign language program is scant. Yes, the - on a small farm ln Logan County.
selence lacilities are few and antiquated. There are numerous
areas where & lot more emphasis and some well-consbdered out-
side belp might be profitably sppiled; but no, the schools are not
snyw-lr uuqum 10 their Lask that they are fit anly for the
wrecking bal
:uncgmucm— the conservative public school board 1o be
» regressive force without peer. They fought all the good 1deas
and seized on all the bad ones. Thelr only saving virtue was thal
they didn't do anything with the bad ideas, eilher. To me, the
school board’s caly important dictum was: “Don’t spend &
penny more than is absolutely necessary.” g
Allttle age &nd some experience with another, more Nambsy.
ant style of public management brought this very mure,
Lal

, poOT a8 Mﬂlﬂlﬂbmﬁehhﬂih
state board stalisties, mnmmlﬂm&nwm
gleaming new the slow, e
Logan Counly Scheol Board has preserved the one really
essentinl aspect of public school syslems: the deep identificas
Lo of the school with the community, with lecale, with past
raduates and rivals, making the engoing Hfe of the schosl &

MW{IMMMMWWMW
considerably

= Certainly what hmﬂu.muﬂu misch broader
restorative program than the liconic half- of past
boards. The wolf may still nolbe at the door, mh’um
Whu«:klennqg!u { weakness oe
umnau-::

ndrmmlﬂ?mﬂ hlﬂmrﬂylwﬂuqhnm
‘expenaive. Trie qualitative &uhpmﬂh-odlenbmc-.
requiring sarme of understanding of the mechanisms and
dynamics invelved and good solid judgementy regarding valoe
m[ mmmwmmmwud
will net create good teaching of & rich

amwam pew bailding will oot by its own
existence ralss the level of teaching or improve (e of
sdministration. o

Kids tend to bebave beller close 10 home under the mild
mkuumthurlmqnmmmrnmu:m

bunch of old broad cows. Nething

infuriates m.umm Hke & moticnl chewi
a g
mmmmaumm - o

central expression of local pride, sirength and style. kid whose bebavior toak 8 wilder moag peers
Chandier's Chapel isn'l & town, but l's definitely a . Fpith snd patience nested™ " mpus from home., nm-mm. lmm ke

mmm;l‘;,htm ceotral eaturs b The school complex. Take | 3 “ﬂ,,'.,?;::“ m g forsra

Auburn out of Auburn and real damage is done to the whols ~ What is In short od falth that

fabrie of the Lown.. The saine ean be $ald of the Olmstead or™ can be n m'mm. mnu': hlmnlohﬁn d'ﬂw‘m\lﬂ.nl!lulﬂd

Lewinburg communities. * have nu!rl.dm mental fual resources to look Lo their

Ihvawwdunrpiu llldldl!tﬂurn;;tmmrmpulﬂe‘l mmnﬂam.udwhnh -mm. the Interssts of “wwww el “'"ﬂ
them? children.

l'srwl\ny ‘The small school may have the

of Even " their own mmmummmmubﬁukum&
I[lh-muh.lngmpr school football team wing and wind and . Mﬂnwﬂ.l.mlhh ground- valners
wina? Even f the marching band paces an Orange Bawl purade uf,'ﬁﬂm n:':. oW wpgE Ahe fehoul m;lt pro- oq-n-..';iﬁu ut:chlrm omiding

or makes some such super achievemnent, vam-umlu srpstinate and “stingy” m-mymnwmmw

By Al Bmith

Three teacheérs in a young life

mmuhmldnﬂs.ﬂrlﬂﬂmﬂmm!mlwm‘llm mmmmmmnmmmwuu«hm

bout history, I specch from her, French and woodworking as an & er-schecl prak
LET ME tell you about some of the teachers [ have known. Years sgo, :nbﬂrl.i- i it mmwh"‘“m ﬂM mmmw Tiotem Lk
when | was in the fifth grade in Sarasota, Fla., in the midde of the My Aunt Délly, WMBI!M‘IW}‘HIW wia a fine n, nMuumuwﬂMm‘w“mm“hu

] Depreasion, we mol a French woman who had a one-woman orivate

awimmar. afd w An's temnis chamnins whils af Van.



(OUNTY JUDGE Hobert . 1 Bob| Brown and his predecessar,
Homer Derris, discussed political matters during vole counting
at the courthouse Tuesday night. Both men are expeciod 1o play
4 large robe in political patronage jobs in Logan County during
the term of Gaw. Julian Carroll, who wiis Elected in his own right
Tuesday. — Photo by Al Croas
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LAND OF LOGAN

Next political x

handling of patfonaga 1n' county

By Al Smith

LOGAN COUNTY'S political
patrooage declsions may imealve
more than one local volee afler this
week's election,

Gow. Julian Carroll’s Logan
_County campaign manager, Homer
Dorris, and Dorris’s co-campalgn
chairman, Guy McMillen, are
expected 1o have a say in who gets
what jobs

When Wendell Ford was
governor, “'lhe man o see” in
Logan County was the cousty

During this time,
patronage to be & mined blessing.

A remark he made over the radio
a few years ago that was really a
simple acknowledgement Lhat he
was the palromage or “‘conlact”
man in Logan cost him some
popularity. Everyone knew 1t was
true, but they didn't like o hear him

Election

night

local palitiek

syt

The damage wasn'l emcugh to
re-election

keep him from winning
ever Lhe Iate Jim -Jolnson.

Bul when, WendeHl Ford resigned

the governarship to go to the US.
Senate, Julian Carroll mherited &
problem alioit state jobs in Logan.
Carroll's ‘oldest

the Democratic party thal support-
od Bert Combs and Carroll for

Iz the com

Fount W. Shifflelt, once a Brown
friend but now embitisred because

Brown didn't beck him In .the
|mﬁ!ﬂl!ﬂnihmm B
Eﬂr.'l'LihnClrnll.lndhﬂllhn'

expeclid o”have some influence
with the governor in job decisions.
At Auburn, Jobn Clark, the milling

ly aa much, of an agreement as the
other men have. -
All he will say for the record is,

mmm.-m.ﬂ-.uu
J__t' |... -

“I'm happy the governor wem, |
o T ERE Wor X WL i, i i mestrances rom Carroll-aleng =il not certai whosr b166d will be

hlﬂwnﬂ '-ﬂinhdpy-u."
Whl_lh

differences in
politics.

While the governor would cer-
tainly depend re-

ment with the county judge This is
what Brown and Fuogua are
baligved Lo have obtained is

with a commitmmi t2 keep Fuqua's

property waluation

whao eras Comibe-Carroll campalgn

mnwbuﬂnml -ﬂlmw
be testing thelf llﬂr.um:l

governor [o the months um

There are about 100 patronage
Jobs n the county—50 of them al the
highway garages.

Since Brown and the old Beau-
champ group all supported <the
same gubernatorial candidate,
there probably wes't be any
massacre, if at all, until there is a
disagreement in the counfy over
some fulure appointment that
Carroll will have to make
I there s a bloodletting, then, [t's

wpilled.

Al’s Russellville papers covered the courthouse like metropolitan
dailies cover a statehouse, delving into local political alliances and
patronage fights that rarely make the pages of most country
weeklies, while showing pols in the full breadth of their humanity.



Few weekly publishers make election endorsements, but
Al did in Russellville, from the top of the ballot to the local
race for the state legislature.

Julian Carroll for Governor

THIS merwspager endorsm. Gov. Jaliss Carrell bar nemination in the
Democritc gubsratorl primary Tussday, May 57
Tencn wpoaker of the House in 8 career that began in the General
mw“"w’..mum |arrEs e
rew wp s & wemern Kentueky [urm sad luboring class family, he has
Toefs et rESpect i (FEndsnip of people whi kave knows bam all b ki
ol AMFREed dlrong suppect from 8 ropressstalive cross section of
Eamtuciumrs from all rgos of the E3le Who have met Mm throsgh b
dutims in Fraakisrt of i hes vATWRE ERWpEIESS.

The compiaint Lhal be has refussd t disnss e eves i any bl
peneraliies in e primary Lhat i3 endhing ts walid. A gempart
w0 had bevn made 10 Lhe 10T prealdentinl rec o wtech Presudent Boaon
Fefumed 1B b drwen sul by either B preas ar his opponent, As was The
vuse thefi. Gow Carrell shiisly thinlis b il 55 musk baching tal o
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T R GADFLY EDITOR
Al’s exploits gained M AGAZINE L e
the attention of e o fh the devil of Russellville, Ky.
John Ed Pearce of
The Courier-Journal
and Times
Magazine, who
wrote this cover
story published in
February 1974.

The photo by Rich
Nugent shows Al in
front of his new
press. 5
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That fall, Al became founding host and producer of “Comment on
Kentucky,” for which he is best known. He did it for 33 years,
longer than any other public-affairs host on a state network.

Photo from KET set
before Al's last show




Al later hosted other KET productions, such as gubernatorial
debates and a colloquy between conservative commentator
William F. Buckley Jr. and Kentucky liberal Edward F. Prichard Jr.




Following the course that he would later call “the engaged journalist,”
one who is active in a broad range of communities and occasionally part
of the news, Al actively supported Jimmy Carter for president. He
sought an appointment to the Tennessee Valley Authority board, which
didn’t come through, but in late 1979 President Carter appointed him
federal co-chairman of the Appalachian Regional Commission.
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hoard
cehend

Making it official

ministersd oath of affice as co-chairman of Appalachian Hegionsl CommbEssion by
ohistone, during open house for the Smiths at Clark Building Sunday. Martha

g ||..| ||3. Helier :1|-||II||.-I|:1. |-.|:||-! as her hisshard takes math. The -|a-'|:| A, hi I|VI Mlr \I Granville
g (e Clark and Mr. ar Joe Gran Clark, was attended by aro % peopl h | 5

¢ Bk The front page of the Iast Russellwlle paper edlted by AI had
P28 a photo of his swearing-in by U.S. District Judge Edward
. 4 Johnstone and a story recapping the 1970s in Logan County —
cemes g decade in which his newspapers provided some of the

~ strongest editorial leadership of any Kentucky newspaper.




LAND OF LOGAN
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As Al was planning to leave Washington during the Reagan
administration, he and his partners bought The Sentinel-Echo
of London, Kentucky’s largest country weekly newspaper.

As a Democrat coming to one of the state’s top
Republican counties, he ran into some skepticism
and outright opposition, as expressed in a letter
by a Centre College student from one of Laurel
County’s leading GOP families, John David Dyche.

Smith urged Dyche to continue writing, promoted
his efforts, and eventually Dyche, a Louisville
lawyer, became the regular, local, conservative
columnist for The Courier-Journal and
commentator on KET election-night coverage.



Despite feelings like those
Dyche expresed, Al quickly
made friends in the
Republican county, and
some enemies — especially
when he mounted a
campaign to build a big,
new regional hospital in
south Laurel County to
replace older, small ones in
London and Corbin. That
effort almost succeeded.



In 1985, Al began his exit from the newspaper business, selling
Al Smith Communications to Park Newspapers, headed by Roy
Park, left. In center is Virginia B. Page, who led the Russellville
papers after Al left. She had been with him since he started his
first paper, and he gave her much of the credit for his success.
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Al was getting out of journalism, but not out of
public service. He became involved in, and a leader

of, several statewide organizations, such as the

Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence.
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Al Smith helped start:

Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence
Governor’s Scholars Program

Kentucky Oral History Commission
Leadership Kentucky

Forward in the Fifth

Shakertown Roundtable



He moderated many of
the discussions at the

Shakertown Roundtable, a
forum for exploring issues

facing Kentucky.




Al Smith’s awards include:

Fellow of the Society of Professional Journalists

Honorary doctorates from nine universities

Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame (charter member, 1981)

East Kentucky Leadership Foundation Media Award

Vic Hellard Award, Ky. Long-Term Policy Research Center

Lewis Owens Award for Community Service, Ky. Press Association
Gabbard Distinguished Kentuckian Award, Ky. Broadcasters Assn.
UK Library Associates Medallion for Intellectual Achievement
Distinguished Rural Kentuckian, Ky. Assn. of Electric Cooperatives
Rural Hero of the National Rural Assembly



In 2001, Al and his friend Rudy Abramson conceived the Institute for Rural
Journalism and Community Issues as a way to help rural news media cover
broad issues that have a local impact but lack local sources. Al got the new
president of UK, Dr. Lee T. Todd Jr., to support the idea.

e s amrEm mEsEm EEIs e

Al assembled an advisory committee that included Courier-Journal Political Writer
Al Cross, who had worked for him at his Russellville and Leitchfield newspapers.



In 2004, with the help of then-Provost Michael Nietzel, Dee Davis
of the Center for Rural Strategies, Director Beth Barnes of the
School of Journalism and Telecommunications and others, the John
S. and James L. Knight Foundation gave UK $250,000 to make the
Institute a reality. Al Cross was hired as interim director and
became permanent director in 2005.

Institute for
RURAL
JOURNALISM

& Community Issues




Institute for Rural Journalism
and Community Issues: Mission

* To help non-metropolitan media define the
public agenda in their communities, through
strong reporting and commentary, especially
on broader issues that have an impact on
their communities but few good local sources

* To give them information and inspiration

* To help all journalists with coverage of issues
that affect rural America



The Institute is more a public
policy institute for journalists than
a journalism-craft program.

OUR MAIN ISSUES:
Education

Economic Development
Environment

Health Care and Health



The Institute does its work by
Direct consultations

Issue workshops
Conference presentations
Research on rural media
Publishing The Rural Blog: i
Maintaining www.Ruraljournalism. org
Employing graduate students

Writing for national journals

Speaking to non-journalism groups
about issues facing rural America



http://www.ruraljournalism.org/

The Institute does its work by:
Field reporting pro]ects with students

The Future of Tobacco and
Tobacco-Dependent Communities
in Kentucky

A project by students in Rural Journalism at the University of
Kentucky School of Journalism and Telecommunications

A field of free-market burley rn:tyfcrhawut in tobacoo-dependent Owen County, Aogust 2005

Al Cross, instructor, and director,
Institute for Rural Journalism and Community Issues

Cooperating:

Cooperative Extension Sarvice, UK Casey County News
University of Morth Carclina The Jessamine Journal
Kertucky Farm Bureau Federation Thie Ledger Indepandent
Bath County Mews-Outlook Mount Sterling Advocates
Breckinridge County Herald-News MNews-Democrat and Leader

Site Navigation
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Council approves budget for 2010
-11; city won't appeal attorney
general's open-records decision
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Council approves budget for 2010-11:; city won't appeal
attorney general’'s open-records decision

On June 7, the Midway City Council adopted the city budget for the fiscal year
beginning July 1. For a copy of the budget, as an Excel spreadsheet file, click
here. For a PDF version, click here.

Mayor Tom Bozarth declined to release a copy of his proposed budget while
the council was considering it. In a case prompted by the Midway Messenger,
Attorney General Jack Conway ruled that a proposed city budget becomes
public once the mayor presents it to the council. However, Conway's ruling did
not become final until June 19, 30 days after it was issued. On June 10, Bozarth
said the city will not appeal the ruling to Woodford Circuit Court.

Midway Station is rezoned, but will developer deliver?
By Emily Funk, Spring 2008; Ana Clegg , Fall 2008; and Al Cross, 2009

Midway Station, a failed industrial park, has been rezoned and sold for
residential and commercial development, Ana Clegg reported. (Read more) But
the developer has been slow to proceed. For the story on the Midway
Messenger blog, click here. The rezoning process raised big questions about
the future of Midwav and nosed a tounh issue for the Citv Council Fmilv Funk

Community journalism students write for a
website and blog that covers the town of Midway.




The Institute’s director
is a tenured (as of July
|) associate professor
in the Extension Title
series, the first at UK
outside the College of
Agriculture and the
first we know of
anywhere. Most work of
Extension faculty is
directed off campus.

Al Cross



The Institute has academic partners,
at 28 universities in 18 states, who
constitute its Steering Committee.

It has a national
Adyvisory Board
of 50 members,
headed by Al
Smith, who is an
active chairman.




DR. SMITH,
| PRESUME

In 2011, the
man who
dropped out of
Vanderbilt, and
who had been
awarded at
least seven
honorary
degrees, finally
got one he had
long wanted,
from the
University of
Kentucky and
Dr. Lee Todd,
whom he had
backed for
president.
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