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Overview
Buck Ryan, director of the Citizen Kentucky Project at the University of Kentucky’s Scripps Howard First Amendment Center, is a tenured associate professor of journalism in the School of Journalism and Media. He is known internationally for his Maestro Concept, a planning method for storytelling adopted by high school, college and professional journalists. The Citizen Kentucky Project, designed to engage young people in civic life, has organized public forums with candidates for mayor, governor, state Senate and the U.S. Senate. Other public forums have been highlighted in his documentaries for Kentucky Educational Television, including a national award winner for public affairs programming on changes in Kentucky’s journalism, politics, education and home life. He has published three books on editing and is working on a fourth. He also has written a novel, “The Kentucky-Fried Adventures of Maggie Lu.”
 
Ryan was the eighth director in the UK journalism school’s 109-year history (1994-2002). He left the post to become the first executive director of the Scripps Howard First Amendment Center, so he could advance his Citizen Kentucky Project. Ryan has been honored as a Kentucky Colonel, the highest civilian honor in the Commonwealth, by both a Republican governor (Ernie Fletcher) and a Democratic governor (Steven Beshear) for his civic education initiatives. For many years he judged local news contests for the Inland Press Association, and in 2024 he judged both professional entries (general news, sports features, profiles and headlines) and collegiate entries (editorial writing, in-depth stories) for the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.
 
Publications/Documentaries
Ryan has published articles with Chinese and Russian scholars on topics including journalism education, young voters and community journalism. He has published three books on editing and he is working with co-author Michael O’Donnell and publisher Cognella on his fourth textbook, titled “Editing. The essential guide to better writing across today’s media.” He has previously published three books: Writing Baby, Editing Dog & You: A Friendly Place to Begin Improving Your Writing (Maestro Consulting, 2008), The Editor’s Toolbox, A Reference Guide for Beginners and Professionals (Blackwell/Iowa State Press, 2001), an editing textbook with co-author Michael O’Donnell; and Wordwise (Pug Publishing, 1995), a language skills guide, also with O’Donnell. He contributed to American Society of Newspaper Editors reports on newsroom management or copy editing, and he designed the first ASNE Flying Short Course for Copy Editors.
 
Ryan has produced five civic life documentaries for KET, including "Ballot Bomb: Exploring the Young Voter Explosion" in 2014 about the U.S. Senate race in Kentucky and “Citizen Kentucky/Citizen China: Hope for a New Century,” which aired in July and August 2008 as a lead-in to the Olympics in Beijing. His other KET programs are “Beyond O.J.: A Public Journalism Forum on Domestic Violence,” on the public journalism movement in 1995; “More Than Free Speech,” on the First Amendment at the turn of the century in 1999; and “Citizen Kentucky: Democracy and the Media,” on trends and remedies for civic life, which won a national Telly Award in 2002 for public affairs programming.
 
Maestro Concept
Ryan is the creator of the Maestro Concept, an innovative approach to story planning, writing and newsroom organization for newspapers. The concept debuted in a video and report to the American Society of Newspaper Editors in 1993. The concept’s impact covers 48 states and Washington, D.C., in the United States and 15 other countries (Australia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, England, Korea, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Sweden, Spain and Vietnam). A list of those interested in the concept when it was introduced in 1993 contains the names of 324 newspapers in the United States involving 59 newspaper groups and more than 50 universities and high schools.
 
Thousands of journalists have heard him explain the concept at national, regional or state press association meetings and at more than 25 newspapers in the United States. Ryan has worked with newspapers in Poland, Portugal, Russia, Spain and Sweden, and he has explained the concept at the Press Institute of Sweden, the World Association of Newspapers conference in Kobe, Japan; at the Brazilian Association of Newspapers meeting in Curitiba, Brazil; and at the American Press Institute in Reston, Va.
 
Teaching Experience
In addition to UK, Ryan also has taught at Northwestern University's Medill School of Journalism, where he became a tenured professor, and while in graduate school at the University of Missouri-Columbia's School of Journalism. Ryan has taught during summers at five universities in China (Shanghai University, 2013, 2014; Jilin University in Changchun, 2015; Wuhan University of Technology, 2016; China Three Gorges University in Yichang, 2017; Jining Normal University in Wulanchabu, Inner Mongolia, 2019), and at a private school, the Little London English School (2016, 2017), and a public international high school in Hohhot, the capital of Inner Mongolia (2016). In Russia, he has lectured at two universities (Lomonosov Moscow State University, 2013, and the Higher School of Economics in Moscow, 2013) and conducted an open lecture for journalism students, professors and editors in Barnaul, Siberia, with representatives from Altai State University and Altai State Technical University, 2010.
 


Career Highlights
2024
Honored with testimonials for his latest book from Cognella, “Editing. The essential guide to better writing across today’s media,” including one from the Poynter Institute’s legendary writing coach Roy Peter Clark: “Buck Ryan knows more about editing in journalism than anyone I know. He has earned the title of Maestro, a creative presence who knows how all the parts fit together.”  

Received a News Desert grant to conduct a local news experiment with a longtime North Carolina community newspaper publisher as the subject of an AEJMC presentation in Philadelphia. 

2023
Nominated for the 2023 Class of the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame by a newspaper publisher and a former editor of the Kentucky Kernel student newspaper. 
 
He and his co-author, Lei Jiao of Wuhan University of Technology in China, have been nominated for two awards from the National Press Club (Angele Gingras Humor Award, 2023; and Nell Minow Award for Cultural Criticism, 2022) for their series of published articles on U.S.-China relations and cross-cultural understanding.
 
2022
In May 2022, Ryan conducted a live 90-minute webinar for Russian journalists, including Q&A, on his “participatory case study” of the Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, along with Bill Horner III, the newspaper’s publisher and editor. The webinar also included a tutorial on his Maestro Concept for storytelling planning. The session was turned into a four-part tutorial for community newspapers in Russia for Silamedia, titled “Survive and Multiply: How to Work with Local Media,” as part of a project for International Research Exchange (IREX) project (https://sdelano.media/life/ ). Ryan donated his honorarium back to IREX. 
 
In June 2022 Ryan and Horner presented findings at the National Summit on Journalism in Rural America at Shaker Village in Kentucky.
 
2021
Ryan reported on the results of his weekly newspaper case study, begun in 2019, along with Horner in a webinar for America’s Newspapers. Findings from the Chatham County newspaper experiment, including how a COVID-19 art contest went global and how the editor dealt with a Confederate statue controversy, can be found in an eight-part series on The Rural Blog of the Institute for Rural Journalism and Community Issues at the University of Kentucky (https://irjci.blogspot.com/p/case-studies.html) and at the Medill Local News Initiative site (https://localnewsinitiative.northwestern.edu/posts/2021/03/22/buck-ryan/).
 
Ryan published an exclusive interview with the co-winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, Russian editor-in-chief Dmitry Muratov, for poynter.org in a collaboration with Oksi Lantt, a Russian journalist and Silamedia’s founder.

https://www.poynter.org/business-work/2021/nobel-peace-prize-winner-dmitry-muratov-has-taken-casualties-in-russias-war-on-the-free-press/
 
In 2021-22 Ryan inspired an Art of Covid contest for the University of Kentucky’s Asian and Asian American diaspora to counter anti-Asian sentiments by soliciting entries on Pain, Empowerment, and Pride and Joy. 
https://uknow.uky.edu/arts-culture/art-covid-exhibit-honors-uk-s-aapi-employees
For his efforts, Ryan was nominated for a Faculty Community Service Award and DEI Outstanding Contributions to DEI Award in the College of Communication and Information.
 
In January 2021, at English Lecturer Lei Jiao’s invitation, he delivered a public lecture using the Maggie Lu Method, an innovative approach to teaching English reading, writing, listening and speaking, to 300 Chinese students at Wuhan University of Technology. 
 
2020
In July 2020 Ryan published an article on the Maggie Lu Method with Jiao in a Jilin University research journal on Chinese history and culture (Huaxia Wenhua Luntan, “The Pleasure in Language and Culture: the Common Language Development Trend of Chinese and English”). 
 
Invited to join the advisory board for an initiative on investigative journalism by the Press Development Institute-Siberia, based in Novosibirsk. Also Ryan was asked to join the advisory board of the US-Chinese Culture Center, based at the University of South Carolina. 
 
2019
For eight weeks in the summer of 2019 he served as Group Leader for 10 teachers who served as Education Ambassadors from the US-Chinese Culture Center, based at the University of South Carolina, to teach English in Inner Mongolia, including four weeks at Jining Normal University in Wulanchabu.
 
2017
Honored for the sixth time as "A Teacher Who Made a Difference" by UK's College of Education (2017, 2016, 2015, 2014, 2013 and 2011). 
 
2016 
In September 2016, as part of a project funded by International Research Exchanges (IREX), based in Washington, D.C., Ryan taught the Maestro Concept to investigative journalists in Russia on a two-week trip that took him to four cities (Moscow, Novosibirsk, Yekaterinburg and Krasnoyarsk) across three time zones. 
 
Ryan earned a TESL certificate for teaching English as a second language to Chinese students for the Little London English School, based in Hohhot, the capital of Inner Mongolia. While teaching reading and writing at Hohhot’s top international high school, he tested the manuscript of a novel, “The Kentucky-Fried Adventures of Maggie Lu,” which he wrote as a visiting scholar at Wuhan University of Technology in the summer of 2016 in a collaboration with Lei Jiao, an English lecturer at WUT.
Ryan published two articles on ROOSTERGNN, a bilingual independent news site based in Madrid, Spain. The first was based on his experiences in China and Russia, entitled “If Russia and China Could Vote, Look Out for President Trump.” The second, entitled “Disillusioned Millennials Urge Journalism Reforms,” was based on young voters’ critique of 2016 presidential election coverage.
 
Maestro Concept cited in textbook by Russian authors, “How new media have changed journalism. 2012-2016.”
 
2015
Ryan was presented the ODK Outstanding Leadership & Student Enhancement Award by UK President Eli Capilouto at the 2nd Annual Leadership Awards ceremony of the Nu Circle Chapter of Omicron Delta Kappa, the National Leadership Honor Society. 
 
Selected by UK’s Confucius Institute to teach in the first UK-JLU Education Week at Jilin University in Changchun, China.
 
Ryan published an article on community journalism for the nation's largest independent press association with Yao Yu, a Jilin University graduate student in journalism. The article, entitled "Looking at newspaper publishers as community developers: Insights from comparing core competencies," was published in the September issue of The Inlander, the monthly publication of the 130-year-old Inland Press Association, based in a Chicago suburb.
 
2014
Selected as one of 15 UK faculty to teach students at Shanghai University in China through the UK Confucius Institute’s “UK Faculty China Short-Term Teaching Program,” which ran from June 16 to 20. Ryan received special recognition by Shanghai University for teaching "Storytelling: Exploring China's Art and Culture" and introducing students to the Maestro Concept.
 
Ryan published an article in Jilin University's research journal, Huaxia Wenhua Luntan (China Cultural Forum), entitled "Journalism Education: A New Deal for Russia and China, too," in a collaboration with Jilin international journalism lecturer Zhang Siqi and Shanghai University journalism student Alice Yang, who helped with translation.
 
Ryan and Zhang published a two-part series on freedom of expression in China, entitled "Finding China's Voice," for the global news site ROOSTERGNN.
 
Maestro Concept cited in LinkedIn tutorial:
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/20140909165452-671295--168-strategy-the-maestro-concept-and-the-inverted-pyramid-technique
 



2013
In April 2013 in Lyon, France, Ryan recapped his work over three years with professional Russian journalists and journalism professors at a weeklong conference organized by the International Research Exchanges (IREX). 
 
Selected by UK’s Confucius Institute to be one of 29 faculty members from UK to join 60 other faculty members from around the globe to participate in the inaugural two-week International Summer Mini-Term at Shanghai University in China in June. Honored with a teaching award from Shanghai University for the debut of his "Storytelling: Exploring China's Art and Culture" course, co-taught with his teenaged son.
 
Published an article with Ekaterina Sivyakova, a senior lecturer at Lomonosov Moscow State University, entitled, "Civic Arms Race: To Russia, with love for young voters," for the ROOSTERGNN news site. The article compared Ryan's research findings on young voters in Lexington, Ky., with Sivyakova's study of the young voter surge in Moscow's mayoral election in 2013. Ryan met Sivyakova while a professor-in-residence at Moscow State from Sept. 19 to 29, 2013, when he delivered a lecture on Current Issues of Mass Media for faculty and students, and conducted seminars for students and workshops for professional journalists.
 
Maestro Concept cited at Southern Newspaper Publishers Association convention:
http://snpa.org/stories/Harrower-Presents-The-Maestro-Concept-at-Workshop-in-Columbus,208
 
2012
Named one of the Top 50 journalism professors in the country by the national website JournalismDegree.org.
 
2011
Named as the national runner-up for an Inspire Integrity Award from the National Society of Collegiate Scholars, based in Washington, D.C. 
 
Inducted into UK’s Nu Circle of Omicron Delta Kappa (ODK), the National Leadership Honor Society.
 
2010
In June 2010 Ryan was invited to speak on his Maestro Concept in Russia over 12 days by journalism organizations hosting seminars in three cities: Barnaul for the Press Development Institute-Siberia; Kirov for the Russian Union of Journalists; and Rostov-on-Don for the Alliance of Independent Regional Publishers of Russia. 
https://uknow.uky.edu/campus-news/journalism-professor-travels-russia
 
In July 2010 Ryan became the first journalism professor-in-residence from UK at Shanghai University, where he taught journalism students the Maestro Concept in English language reporting and editing classes. 
Elected to the board of directors of Kentucky Advocates for Civic Education Inc., a citizens group.
 
2009
Selected as one of 12 professors to be a fellow at the Reynolds National Center for Business Journalism at Arizona State University.
 
2006
In December 2006, on the invitation of journalism trainers from Sweden, he conducted a Maestro Concept workshop in Hanoi, Vietnam, for 75 Vietnamese print and online journalists. 
 
2003
Ryan won UK's Provost’s Award for Outstanding Teaching for a tenured faculty member 
 
2002
Completed eight-year term as director of the School of Journalism and Telecommunications (1994 to 2002).
 
Professional Experience, 1981-1994
Ryan has more than 12 years of newspaper experience, working for the Niagara Falls (N.Y.) Gazette, the Buffalo (N.Y.) Evening News and the Chicago Tribune, where he was an assistant metropolitan editor when he left full-time work in 1990. He worked part time on the Tribune copy desk while he pursued tenure as a journalism professor at Northwestern University. From 1981 until 1994, Ryan taught editing at Northwestern University's Medill School of Journalism, and a student newspaper rated him one of the “10 best professors” at Northwestern. He worked as a senior editor in residence at the Oregonian in the summer of 1993 consulting on the Maestro Concept.
 
Education/Personal 
He has a bachelor's degree (1978) and a master's degree (1990) from the University of Missouri-Columbia, where he studied at the School of Journalism, and he has taken courses in a College of Education doctoral program at UK in Educational Policy and Evaluation. He and his wife, Anne, have two children.
 
2021-22 Publications/Links
42 articles, 11 of which were reprinted, on a variety of topics indicated here in bold in news media outlets in eight states (FL, KY, IL, LA, MT, NC, NY, TN).  
 
UKRAINE WAR
Published six articles related to the Russia-Ukraine conflict that appeared in news outlets in Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana, North Carolina, New York and Tennessee, including an exclusive interview with a 2021 Nobel Peace Prize winner and a parent’s guide for talking with kids about the war.
 

Florida (Poynter Institute in St. Petersburg)
1/Exclusive interview with Nobel Peace Prize winner for Poynter Institute news site. “Nobel Peace Prize winner Dmitry Muratov has taken casualties in Russia’s war on the free press: Muratov has lost 6 staffers to murder since ’93. He will give the award money to charity,” by Oksi Lantt and Buck Ryan, poynter.org, Oct. 12, 2021.
https://www.poynter.org/business-work/2021/nobel-peace-prize-winner-dmitry-muratov-has-taken-casualties-in-russias-war-on-the-free-press/
 
Published Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021, but Ryan began writing the article following the Nobel Peace Prize announcement on Oct. 8 as his Russian-speaking colleague, Oksi Lantt, a media consultant, set up an interview with questions for Muratov.
 
Kentucky
2/KPA item “On Second Thought” published Friday, Oct. 15, 2021
UK professor gets exclusive interview with Russian Nobel Peace Prize winner
https://members.kypress.com/articles/uk-professor-gets-exclusive-interview-with-russian-nobel-peace-prize-winner/
 
New York
3/Lockport (N.Y.) Union-Sun & Journal published Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2021. Interview with a Nobel prize winner/JOURNALISM: DeSales graduate connected with embattled Russian newspaper editor, by Buck Ryan Special to the Union-Sun & Journal, Oct 20, 2021. 
https://www.lockportjournal.com/news/local_news/interview-with-a-nobel-prize-winner/article_5ad05a5c-099d-5a93-88ff-63fcfb214cae.html
 
North Carolina 
4/“A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE OF JOURNALISM/Going to Russia for ideas on how to cover Ukraine — when the first casualty of war is truth: A Moscow newspaper, a Nobel Peace Prize winner, and advice on dealing with stress and trauma,” by Buck Ryan, Special to the News + Record, Chatham (N.C) News + Record, Feb. 10-16, 2022, Page B9-10.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/going-to-russia,12318
 
5/A journalist’s tool kit for emotional and psychological stress relief, by Buck Ryan, Special to the News + Record, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, Feb. 10-16, 2022, Page 10.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/a-journalists-tool-kit-emotion,12319
 
A parent’s guide
One of Ryan’s articles, “A parent’s guide to talking with kids about the Ukraine war,” was published by six Kentucky newspapers, three in Tennessee, two in Louisiana and one in North Carolina.
 
North Carolina
6/“A parent’s guide to talking with kids about the Ukraine war,” by Buck Ryan, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, March 24-30, 2022, Page A10.
 
You can read the article here:
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/a-parents-guide-to-talking-with-kids-about-the-ukraine-war,12766
 
The article was retweeted by Chatham County Schools Superintendent Anthony D. Jackson. His Twitter profile: Anthony D. Jackson, Ed.D., is the Superintendent of the Chatham County School System in central, North Carolina. CCS is one of North Carolina's fastest growing school systems serving 10,000 students in 20 schools with 1500 employees.
 
Kentucky
The article was reprinted in six Kentucky newspapers and highlighted on the KPA executive director’s blog, On Second Thought, on March 25, 2022:
 
https://members.kypress.com/articles/a-parents-guide-to-talking-with-kids-about-the-ukraine-war/
 
It was published in these Kentucky newspapers:
 
The Messenger in Madisonville on March 23, 2022, updated May 5, 2022:
https://www.the-messenger.com/article_aa74fbf0-96a2-575f-af49-80b2183e9943.html
 
The Kentucky New Era on March 23, 2022, updated April 30, 2022:
https://www.kentuckynewera.com/living/article_eb1f3b2a-d6bb-56c6-be62-e4cdf7b2558b.html
 
The Bourbon County Citizen on March 25, 2021:
https://www.bourboncountycitizen.com/2022/03/25/a-parents-guide-to-talking-with-kids-about-the-ukraine-war/
 
The State Journal, Frankfort, Kentucky, April 9-10, 2022, weekend edition, Page A12.
https://www.state-journal.com/crime/a-parent-s-guide-to-talking-with-kids-about-the-ukraine-war/article_a10a3310-b68a-11ec-b54d-77441c999406.html
 
The Carter County Times in Olive Hill on March 30, 2022:
https://cartercountytimes.com/features/community/a-parents-guide-to-talking-with-kids-about-the-ukraine-war/?amp
 
The Cynthiana Democrat on March 31, 2022: 
https://www.cynthianademocrat.com/content/parent’s-guide-talking-kids-kids-about-ukraine-war
 
Louisiana
The Minden (LA) Press-Herald on April 20, 2022:
https://press-herald.com/a-parents-guide-to-talking-with-kids-about-the-ukraine-war/
 

The Hammond (LA) Daily Star, April 22, 2022:
https://www.hammondstar.com/opinion/a-guide-to-talking-to-kids-about-ukraine-war/article_25886f63-695b-5df3-8aea-498d58b58dec.html
 
Tennessee
The Kingsport (TN) Times News on April 20, 2022:
https://www.timesnews.net/opinion/blogs/a-parent-s-guide-to-talking-with-kids-about-the-ukraine-war/article_a19bc826-c002-11ec-84ad-3b86415dfe97.html
 
Spot on Tennessee on April 28, 2022:
https://spotontennessee.com/west-tennessee/1288642/a-parents-guide-to-talking-to-kids-about.html
 
The Chester County Independent on April 26, 2022
https://chestercountyindependent.com/a-parents-guide-to-talking-with-kids-about-the-ukraine-war/
 
THE RURAL BLOG
The Rural Blog is a national publication based at UK’s Institute for Rural Journalism and Community Issues. Ryan’s collaboration with the institute’s director, Al Cross, on The Rural Blog involves writing articles on rural journalism issues, particularly his “participatory case study” of a North Carolina weekly community newspaper. Ryan published one case study article in 2020 and six more case in 2021-2022. Here are the details:
 
7/Facebook grant: 2nd article in the series, February, 2021
N.C. weekly uses Facebook grant to create new base of Latinx readers
Part II of my case study of a community newspaper on The Rural Blog. It focuses on how the Chatham (N.C.) News + Record leveraged a $30,300 Facebook grant to grow trust in the Latinx community with coverage of COVID-19’s impact, plus earn $8,000 in a sponsorship from a local hospital.
Here’s the link:
http://irjci.blogspot.com/p/case-studies.html?m=1
For more details, here’s the notice sent to the national audience of The Rural Blog:
Feed: The Rural Blog
Posted on: Thursday, February 11, 2021 2:22 PM
Author: Heather Chapman
Subject: N.C. weekly uses Facebook grant to bring in Latinx readers, offering valuable lessons for other papers
 
8/Revenue: 3rd article in the series, March, 2021
Success recipe? Weekly wins awards after filling revenue gap with grants, sponsorships, and relief money, and collaborating with journalism schools
The Rural Blog published the third installment of my News + Record case study on Sunday, March 7, 2021.


Here’s a summary and a link:
Part III of Buck Ryan’s case study of a community newspaper on The Rural Blog was published with the lede: “This is the story of a $120,300 juggling act involving human capital, dollars and sense.” The study focuses on how the Chatham (N.C.) News + Record kept its award-winning newsroom afloat financially by raising more than $37,300 from grants, adding $18,000 from sponsorships and securing $60,000 from the Covid-19 relief Payroll Protection Plan, plus $5,000 in underwriting from the Missouri School of Journalism to support an innovation intern.
Details are available here:
https://irjci.blogspot.com/2021/03/weekly-honored-after-filling-gap-with.html?m=1
 
9/News judgment: 4th in the series, July 11, 2021
Publisher junks general-interest-newspaper assumptions; aims for audiences, plural; and new sources of revenue
By Buck Ryan
Associate Professor, University of Kentucky School of Journalism and Media
This is the fourth in a series of articles from “a participatory case study” of the Chatham (N.C.) News + Record.
https://irjci.blogspot.com/2021/07/publisher-junks-general-interest.html
 
10/Hope for industry that looks grim: 5th article in the series, Thursday, March 3, 2022
As industry looks grim, N.C. weekly seeks audience development manager who will also be managing editor, gives readers local insights about Ukraine
http://irjci.blogspot.com/p/case-studies.html?m=1
This is the fifth in a series of Q&A insights as part of a “participatory case study” of the Chatham News + Record in Chatham County, North Carolina.
 
11/Revenue-raising tale: 6th article in the series, Monday, June 13, 2022
A revenue-raising tale of two rural community newspapers, as told at the National Summit on Journalism in Rural America
https://irjci.blogspot.com/p/case-studies.html
This is the sixth in a series of Q&A insights as part of a “participatory case study” of the Chatham News+Record in Chatham County, North Carolina.
 
Al Cross’s promo:
https://irjci.blogspot.com/2022/06/a-revenue-raising-tale-of-two-rural.html
A revenue-raising tale of two rural community newspapers from the National Summit on Journalism in Rural America
 
Sixth in a series of reports on the National Summit on Journalism in Rural America, held June 3-4 by the Institute for Rural Journalism and Community Issues and the College of Communication and Information at the University of Kentucky. Previous articles were on the state of rural journalism, the Summit-driven effort for sustainability in rural journalism, nonprofit models, help from higher-education journalism programs and philanthropic support for rural news media.
 
12/Election coverage: 7th article in the series, October 19, 2022
A weekly's election-coverage model: Explain your approach in advance, hold community forums, and make endorsements a rarity
https://irjci.blogspot.com/p/case-studies.html?m=1
 
Rural Blog promotion, Wednesday, Oct. 19, 2022:
https://irjci.blogspot.com/2022/10/rural-weekly-in-north-carolina-reshapes.html?m=1
 
13/“Background on, and an interview with the director of, the Center for Community News,” by Buck Ryan, Special to The Rural Blog, published Sunday, Aug. 14, 2022.
This Q&A follows an article on The Rural Blog about the new center and is related to a roundup on higher-education partnerships discussed at the National Summit on Journalism in Rural America.
By Buck Ryan
Associate Professor of Journalism, University of Kentucky School of Journalism and Media
https://irjci.blogspot.com/p/background-on-and-interview-with.html
 
14/“Supply-chain crunch slows newsprint deliveries, jangles rural newspaper publishers’ nerves,” by Buck Ryan for The Rural Blog, March 8-9, 2022.
This article, originally published on The Rural Blog about a newsprint supply chain crunch, got picked up by the Kentucky Press Association and Editor & Publisher magazine. The original story on The Rural Blog was published March 8, 2022, then it was updated on March 9, 2022, with a new quote from Tony Smithson, and published on E&P.
http://irjci.blogspot.com/p/supply-chain-crunch-slows-newsprint.html?m=1
 
On Second Thought, by KPA Executive Director David Thompson,
March 11, 2022
Kentucky printing plants are feeling the pinch caused by the Canadian truck blockade and a shortage of truck drivers as they watch dwindling supplies of newsprint in their storage facilities. Newsprint is reportedly available at the mills but shipping problems are not yet overcome. Some may be down to three or four days’ supply, waiting for the next truckload to arrive. Thanks to Buck Ryan and Al Cross at UK for the story and for making this available.
https://members.kypress.com/articles/canadian-blockade-lack-of-truckers-make-newspapers-feel-the-newsprint-pinch/
 
See Editor & Publisher, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. It was listed No. 2 on a list of top stories under the headline:
Supply-chain crunch slows newsprint deliveries, jangles rural newspaper publishers’ nerves
https://www.editorandpublisher.com/stories/supply-chain-crunch-slows-newsprint-deliveries-jangles-rural-newspaper-publishers-nerves,220771
 



ART OF COVID
New York
15/“DeSales ‘Art of Covid’ project casts light and hope,” by Buck Ryan and Ellen Martin, Lockport (N.Y.) Union-Sun and Journal, Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2021, p. 2A.
Both Ryan and Martin are inductees into the DeSales Hall of Distinguished Alumni.
https://www.lockportjournal.com/community/desales-art-of-covid-project-casts-light-and-hope/article_dff76167-0f45-5b15-8873-2be03b136e17.html
 
The newspaper article prompted a WGRZ-TV segment (2 minutes, 49 seconds) on Most Buffalo: “The art of Covid, DeSales Catholic students,” Jan. 12, 2021.
https://www.wgrz.com/mobile/video/entertainment/television/programs/most-buffalo/most-buffalo-the-art-of-covid-desales-catholic-students/71-5cef3246-fc73-4f54-9f7b-ab417b55dae3
 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9UCVrgzCX4
 
CASE STUDY OF WEEKLY NEWSPAPER
Illinois
16/Northwestern University’s Medill Local News Initiative published my article headlined, “The Good, the Bad and the Ugly as a N.C. Weekly Seeks Sustainability. Kentucky Professor Buck Ryan Describes His ‘Participatory Case Study’ With the Chatham News + Record,” on Monday, March 22, 2021:
https://localnewsinitiative.northwestern.edu/posts/2021/03/22/buck-ryan/index.html
 
Here was Medill’s tweet:
Essay by U. of Kentucky (and ex-Medill) professor @MaestroBuckRyan describes his "participatory case study" on a NC weekly seeking financial sustainability. Ryan urges j-school profs to "get their hands dirty trying to help save community newspapers."
 
The Kentucky Press Association reprised Ryan’s Medill article on its blog, “On Second Thought from David T. Thompson,” KPA’s executive director, with this precede on Saturday, March 27, 2021: EDITOR’S NOTE: UK Professor Buck Ryan wants Kentucky publishers and editors to know that he welcomes any and all who wish to participate in his Maestro, the Ivory Tower Edition, initiative to save community newspapers. He can be reached at buck.ryan@uky.edu or (859) 230-4201.
For more information about his “participatory case study” of a North Carolina weekly, see The Rural Blog:
http://irjci.blogspot.com/p/case-studies.html?m=1
Here’s the KPA article:
https://members.kypress.com/articles/the-good-the-bad-and-the-ugly-as-an-n-c-weekly-seeks-sustainability/
 
ELECTION INTEGRITY AND CYBERSECURITY
Montana
17/“Workshop offers tips to stay cyber safe, win millions for exposing election tampering,” by Buck Ryan, the Boulder (MT) Monitor, published online Aug. 27, 2022.
https://www.boulder-monitor.com/workshop-offers-tips-to-stay-cyber-safe-win-millions-for-exposing-election-tampering/
article_aa280be4-25ce-11ed-8794-5b05b6bbec99.html
 
Cited in the weekly roundup on Sunday, Aug. 28, 2022, for:
The USC Election Cybersecurity Initiative is a nonpartisan independent project to help educate and protect U.S. campaigns and elections, made possible by generous support from Google.
 
North Carolina
18/“Bet your Bitcoin: Cyberattacks and disinformation will persist” was published Thursday, April 29, 2021, in the Chatham (N.C.) News + Record.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/bet-your-bitcoin-cyber-attacks-and-disinformation-will-persist,9038
 
19/“Fool me once: How Chatham County can avert next cyberattack” was published Thursday, April 15, 2021, in the Chatham (N.C.) News + Record.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/fool-me-once-how-chatham-county-can-avert-next-cyberattack,8892
 
National mention: Election Cybersecurity Round-Up: April 24-26, 2021/Articles Related to Election Cybersecurity USC in the News
 
20/“Keeping ‘22 elections safe is a constant battle for N.C. against adversaries,” by Buck Ryan, Chatham News + Record, September 1-7, 2022, Page A7.
https://chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/keeping-22-elections-safe-is-a-constant-battle-for-nc-against-adversaries,14223
 
CIVIC EDUCATION
21/“Here’s your makeup exam if you missed Constitution Day,” by Buck Ryan, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, November 18-24, 2021, Page B6.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/heres-your-makeup-exam-if-you-missed-constitution-day,11100?
 
Chatham News + Record published the article first online for week of Oct. 21, 2021
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/heres-your-makeup-exam-if-you-missed-constitution-day,11100?
 
22/“If you think democracy is in peril, take a breath and study U.S. history,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, the Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, January 20-26, 2022, Page B7.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/if-you-think-democracy-is-in-peril-take-a-breath-and-study-us-history,12087
 
23/“Documentary on a brilliant Founding Father lacks a more perfect credit line—China,” a review of Ken Burns’ “Franklin,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham News + Record, April 28-May 4, 2022, Page A15.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/documentary-on-a-brilliant-founding-father,13101
 
U.S.-CHINA RELATIONS
Published a two-part commentary on U.S-China relations:
24/“A new Cold War recipe: Take China’s overconfidence, add our misperceptions, then dip it in a batter of ‘strategic ambiguity’,” Part I, with Jiao Lei, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, Page B11, June 2, 2022.
https://chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/a-new-cold-war-recipe-take-chinas-overconfidence-add-our-misperceptions-then-dip-it-in-a,13488 
 
25/“Misperception, the real enemy, wins as saber-rattling over China drowns out people-to-people exchanges,” Part II, with Jiao Lei, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, Page B8, June 15, 2022.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/misperception-the-real-enemy-wins-as-saber-rattling-over-china-drowns-out-people-to-people,13624 
 
26/“If you want an honorary degree in U.S.-China relations, all you need to do is watch Spider-Man,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham News + Record, May 19-25, 2022, Pages A12-13.
https://chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/if-you-want-an-honorary-degree-in-us-china-relations-all-you-need-to-do-is-watch-spider-man,13322
 
27/“Kissinger’s new book raises Nixon’s ghost and rattles skeletons. In China, on Mao’s 70/30 scale, they’re still revered,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham News + Record, August 4-10, 2022, Page B8.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/kissingers-new-book-raises-nixons-ghost-and-rattles-skeletons,13991
 
CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING
Film reviews
28/“Raya meets Camus: So you think it’s just a kids movie, eh?” a film review, published Thursday, April 1, 2021, in the Chatham (N.C.) News + Record. The film review, co-authored with a faculty colleague in China, casts Asian art and culture in a positive light and advances the movie’s theme of unity in the face of the Covid crisis and anti-Asian harassment and violence.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/raya-meets-camus-so-you-think-its-just-a-kids-movie-eh,8702?
 
29/“2 blockbusters fight a box office war across a U.S.-China political divide,” Label reads, “Review: Spider-Man vs. China.” Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, Page B6, January 6-12, 2022.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/2-blockbusters-fight-a-box-office-war-across-a-us-china-political-divide,11950
 
30/“‘The Matrix 4’ gets a red-pill thumbs up and a blue-pill thumbs down,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, January 27-February 2, 2022, Page B5.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/the-matrix-4-gets-a-red-pill-thumbs-up-and-a-blue-pill-thumbs-down,12169
31/Pixar’s ‘Turning Red’ causes a cultural stir as Chinese girl comes of age with a call of the wild,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, March 30-April 6, 2022, Page B8.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/pixars-turning-red-causes-a-cultural-stir,12824
 
Pop culture and sports
32/“Touchstone magazine for generations feared lost in game of Gen Z Twister,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, November 3-9, 2022, Page B12.
Subhead in illustration, a mock Rolling Stone cover: “Move over, Boomers. There’s a struggle for the soul of America and China”
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/touchstone-magazine-for-generations-feared-lost-in-a-game-of-gen-z-twister,14820
 
33/“If you think China is a political football, just watch a new fan jump into the fray
But don’t worry about any NFL intelligence leaks,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, September 29-October 5, 2022, Page A10.
https://chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/if-you-think-china-is-a-political-football-just-watch-a-new-fan-jump-into-the-fray,14418
 
34/Topic is the Metaverse:
“LET ME OUTTA HERE! The world is too crazy, hot and scary. It’s time to escape. Buy me a ticket out of this universe,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, September 8-14, 2022, Page B8.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/the-world-is-too-crazy-hot-and-scary-its-time-to-escape-buy-me-a-ticket-out-of-this-universe,14281
 
35/“A BUCK-LEI EMOJI: Wait, what’s that word I’m looking for? I got it now, the perfect sentiment to end my sentence.” By Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, July 19, 2022, Page A8-9.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/wait-whats-that-word-im-looking-for,13882
 
36/“Dear Mom, I know you are so tired, so I got you a Mother’s Day gift from China—chicken blood,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham News + Record, May 5-11, 2022, Page B7.
https://chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/dear-mom-i-know-youre-so-tired,13166
 
37/“Will Smith’s slap was heard all the way to China, where the actor is loved and … humor is, well, different,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham News + Record, April 21-27, 2022, B5.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/will-smiths-slap-was-heard-all-the-way-to-china,13012
 
Censorship
38/This is a critique of a New York Times commentary on China censorship. Received full-page treatment in the Chatham (N.C.) News + Record:
 “‘I was wrong’ about The New York Times: Commentary on China’s censorship squeeze as a lemon—and the mea culpa, too,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, August 25-31, 2022, Page B4.
https://chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/i-was-wrong-about-the-new-york-times,14177
 
Affirmative action
39/“Asians sue UNC over admissions, as universities in China deal with affirmative action, too,” by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, Thursday, March 17, 2022, Page B7.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/asians-sue-unc-over-admissions-as-universities,12699
 
Journalism education
40/“CN+R publisher, Kentucky professor inspire journalism students in China,” by Buck Ryan and Duo Yuanyuan, the Chatham (N.C.) News + Record, Thursday, Nov. 25, 2021, Page B12.
 
Tells the story with the help of a Jilin University journalism student, Duo Yuanyuan, of the journalism class reaction to a 90-minute lecture, entitled “The Rise and Fall—and Rise—of Community Newspapers in the U.S.,” conducted at 8 p.m. EDT Wednesday, Nov. 17, 2021, for a 9 a.m. Thursday (local time) journalism class in Changchun, China, for Jilin University’s College of Humanities and School of Journalism and Communication. I presented the lecture along with Publisher and Editor Bill Horner III.  
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/cnplusr-publisher-kentucky-professor-inspire-journalism-students-in-china,11509
 
Climate change
A two-part series on climate change in the Chatham (N.C) News + Record, December 2022:
41/“A crash on ‘highway to climate hell’: U.S. bungles energy as China puts coal in world’s Christmas stocking,” Part 1, by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham News + Record, Dec. 15-21, 2022, Page A14.
https://www.chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/a-crash-on-highway-to-climate-hell,15148
 
42/“N.C.’s energy seesaw: King Coal drops dramatically in last 20 years as nuclear power remains the fulcrum,” Part 2, by Buck Ryan and Lei Jiao, Chatham News + Record,  Dec. 22-28, 2022, Page B5-6.
https://chathamnewsrecord.com/stories/ncs-energy-seesaw,15216
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